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On the 19th and 20th September, 2020, Port Macquarie
Hastings Council, in partnership with The Posify Group, hosted
virtual FUTUREthink Youth Summits, in order to engage and
involve Primary and Secondary aged students in the Think
2050 Community Strategic Plan engagement program. 

INTRODUCTION

Port Macquarie-Hastings Council launched the Think 2050 Community Strategic
Plan (CSP) community engagement on 4 December 2019. Council are now
endeavouring to get the whole community involved in creating our future vision and
helping us understand what the expectations of our changing community are so we
can create a new CSP. Throughout 2020 we will be asking our community
members, including our children and youth, all kinds of questions to inspire big
thinking and feedback that will help to inform the direction of the CSP and thus
assist Port Macquarie Hastings Council in planning for the ongoing and future
needs of everybody in our region.

The half day virtual FUTUREthink School Summits, divided into junior and senior,
form part of a wider strategy for ensuring opportunities for our local children and
youth to engage and meaningfully contribute to our community planning.  Originally
planned as live events at The Glasshouse during Youth Week, the Summits were
postponed to September due to COVID-19 restrictions, and delivered instead via
live streaming platform, Zoom, from the Glasshouse into participating school
classrooms.

The following report provides a summary of the two virtual events and participant
insights across the themes of Sustainability, Connection and Creativity (chosen due
to their popularity in previous youth surveying) as well as the big ideas developed
from individuals and groups, to contribute towards the Think2050 CSP.

Purpose



Build civic engagement with children and young people
Gather big ideas and visions from children and young people about our future,
to feed into the CSP
Increase trust in and visibility of Council's genuine efforts to engage the
community in future planning 
Provide learning opportunities in Australian Curriculum General Capabilities:
Critical and Creative Thinking, and Personal and Social Capability
Introduce students and teachers to design thinking principles, building
transferable skills
Introduce LGA primary and secondary schools to the new education team at
Council and begin fostering ongoing, educative relationships with local schools

Target: secure 50% attendance of local schools, with a target of 100
student attendees

Objectives

Measurables
Build civic engagement with children and young people
Gather big ideas and visions from children and young people about our future,
to feed into the CSP
Introduce LGA primary and secondary schools to the new education team at
Council and begin fostering ongoing, educative relationships with local schools

Hastings Secondary College, Westport Campus



Participation

Hastings Public School
Laurieton Public School
North Haven Public School
Port Macquarie Public School
Wauchope Public School
Lake Cathie Public School
Herons Creek Public School
St Joseph's Primary School, Port Macquarie

All primary and secondary schools in the Port Macquarie Hastings region were
invited to attend. The following primary schools participated in the Junior Summit
on Monday 14th:

Hastings Secondary College, Port Macquarie Campus
Hastings Secondary College, Westport Campus
Camden Haven High School
Wauchope High School
Newman Senior Technical College

The following high schools participated in the Senior Summit on Tuesday, 15th:

In total, approximately 120 students in participated in the event.

North Haven Public School



Engage : keynote talk from a local community member
Learn : explicit modelling of design thinking phase and strategy from facilitators
Play : opportunity for participants to experience strategy in practice

The FUTUREthink Summits were structured around the design thinking framework,
to both educate and elicit big thinking brainstorming and prototyping, feeding into
the "Big Idea" aspect of the overall Think2050 campaign. Having previously
collected data from youth on topics of interest,  the three most popular topics were
chosen as the themes for the Summits: Sustainability, Creativity and Connection.
The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were also introduced to
tie local community planning to greater global goals.

To step participants through key design thinking stages, an "engage, learn, play"
approach was taken in the following format:

In the final section of the day, each school group was given a design challenge,  to
develop an idea and prototype, aligning with one or more of the SDGs, for their "Our
Big Idea for our 2050 community".

Interactive slides were also used throughout each entire session to capture
individual ideas across the themes and for the final design challenge.

METHODOLOGY

Laurieton Public School



Rhiannon Simmonds

SPEAKERS & FACILITATORS

Creative, Climate Activitist, and owner of Rhi Rebellion,
Rhiannon is passionate about educating people in making
daily changes towards more sustainable living. 

Keynote talk: Towards a Climate Neutral Future

Bryony Anderson

Bryony is a maker, designer and artist with a passion for
creating high calibre work from frugal resources. She is the
Creative Director of One Off Makery, and led the community
participatory artwork, Frugal Forest. 

Keynote talk: Using Creativity to Re-imagine Places and Spaces

Lloyd Godson

Australian Geographic Adventurer of the Year, Co-Founder of
The Nature School, Educator and Guinness World Record
holding Aquanaut, Lloyd is passionate about highlighting the
power of nature to foster connection and wellbeing, and is a
dedicated teacher and ambassador for our young peiople.

Keynote talk: The Power of Connection, to People and Nature

The Posify Group
Co-Founders - Jenna O'Connell & Mariane Power

The Posify Group is a local social enterprise committed to
inspiring meaningful living by helping people feel well and do
good. With combined skills and qualifications across
education, psychology, creative and performing arts, and
career development, the sisterpreneur team with with schools,
orgnaisations and communities to imagine a more meaningful
future alive.

Summit program developers and facilitators



OUTCOMES

Participants were asked at the top of each summit to submit their initial big ideas
at a global level, before being introduced to the day's themes, localising their
thinking. The purpose of this was to not only trigger creative mindset, but to
capture intial concepts of future thinking.

Junior Summit Key Themes:

Smart technology, environmental sustainability, transportation, recreation

Senior Summit Key Themes:

Smart technology & scientific research development, environmental sustainability,
transportation, health  & wellbeing, animal conservation, infrastructure

Global Big Thinking



Participants viewed the keynote by Rhiannon Simmonds, which introduced the big
idea of moving towards a carbon neutral community by commencing today with
small individual actions to create larger neighbourhood and community ripples of
change. Rhiannon provided the example of commencing a front yard vegetable
garden and compost bin that encouraged street neighbours to contribute and take
from. Participants then completed an individual brainstorm on the provocation
"What does your 2050 carbon neutral street look like?"

Theme 1: Sustainability

Sustainability knowledge and practice

After watching Rhiannon's keynote talk, Junior Summit participants were asked to
explain what they believed the term, "carbon footprint" meant. Of the 38 who
responded, 5 participants were able to explain the concept reasonably well, 12
participants had some level of knowledge but were uncertain, and 18 participants
either did not know or submitted an incorrect guess.

No knowledge
51.4%

Some knowledge
34.3%

Sound knowledge
14.3%

Student knowledge about 'carbon footprint'

It was anecdotally acknowledged that students improved understanding of the
concept after explicit explanation and the viewing of a video on ways to reduce
carbon footprint. 

The majority of senior participants either demonstrated understanding of the
term, or indicated ability to ascertain knowledge quickly through internet research.
Explicit explanation was still provided to assist in any knowledge gaps.



"My Carbon Neutral Street" Ideas

"A highly solar-powered community with self-sustainable houses with gardens run on
compost on the houses, with lights powered by solar and compost. Bikes are a
common site and wind farms are on every block. The solar farms are powerful enough
to pick up starlight and moonlight for the night. All unused food is put to compost,
and unused power is put into a large battery that hold power until needed."

"My street looks like a normal street but it’s tweaked a little bit. For starters it has
local compost bins, local food markets (they are cheap) and local parties."

Junior Summit 'Carbon Neutral Street' Idea Insights:

0 5 10 15 20 25

Renewable energy 

More bikes & Bike Paths 

Other car-alternate transport 

Shared transport 

Car-free streets 

Home composting 

Communal recycling & composting 

Community edible gardens 

Shared recreation spaces 

Increased vegetation 

Bee conservation 

Water conservation 

Single-use plastic elimination 

Footpaths 

Smart technology 

Homeless shelters 

Veganism 

Re-usable bag stations 

Sustainable building materials 



"Easier Road access, slightly better areas for natural vegetation, community veggie
gardens, solar powered street entirely to reduce area taken by power poles. Grey
water street system/smaller water treatment plants more commonly placed in/or
around towns either rural or more local."

"Solar panels on everyone's houses, zero waste, everyone knows each other and is
connected."

"No electric cars because they uses coal fired power stations to charge them, Houses
with solar panels, solar powered street light, more bike paths and heaps of parks 

Senior Summit 'Carbon Neutral Street' Idea Insights:

0 5 10 15 20 25

Renewable energy 

More bikes & bike paths 

Electric public transport 

Electric cars & charge stations 

Car-free streets 

Home composting 

Communal recycling & composting 

Community edible gardens 

Parks 

Native vegetation 

Bee conservation 

Other wildlife conservation 

Water conservation 

Footpaths 

Zero waste 

Social connection 

Increased population density 

Litter free 

Sustainable clothing & production 





Participants viewed the keynote by Lloyd Godson, which explored how connections
assisted him to experiment, innovate and educate. Lloyd also discussed his passion
for connection with nature and how this sort of connection can boost our health and
wellbeing. Participants then completed group brainstorming using the design
thinking strategy, "Yes, And..." on the provocation "What does connection in 2050
look like to you?"

A thematic analysis was completed on the responses from the junior participants,
who believe connections of the future should be (in order of endorsement) fun,
inclusive, friendly and creative. There were mixed opinions regarding whether
connections will be predominantly face to face or online, with three participants
explicitly stating preference for face to face connection, while others indicated
preference via various face to face situations and scenarios. Of interest was the
fact that the majority of participants who referred to online connections also
included ideas related to in-person connection, suggesting the collective group see
online communication as an additional connection option rather than an alternative.

Theme 2: Connection

Herons Creek Public School



"Connection in 2050" Ideas

"Once a fortnight everyone will come outside and there will be a main question that
everyone answers."

"Sitting together sharing stories, having giggles. Plus, we have a street table so we can
talk so much."

"Having a gathering once a week, bringing your home made food"

"In the afternoon the whole street will sit near nature and tell each other about the day."

Junior Summit 'Connection in 2050' Idea Insights:

0 5 10 15

Conversations 

Neighbourhood gatherings & meals 

Other car-alternate transport 

Shared transport 

House gatherings 

Markets & events 

Public spaces 

Caring for animals 

Time in nature 

Face to face catch ups 

Playing outdoors 

Caring for the environment 

Positive relationships 

Sports 

Camping 

Online 

Hollographic projection 

 



Senior Summit 'Connection in 2050' Idea Insights:

Virtual connections : virtual reality, virtual libraries
Infrastructure that facilitates human connection
Maintenance and encouragement of face to face connection
Supporting the younger generation through youth leadership & mentorship
Technology free connection opportunities
Meetups on topics of significance and interest to young people

Senior Summit participants chose to combine their ideas and submit as a group,
with a combination of face to face and virtual connection concepts. Key ideas
included:

Senior participants also reflected on how the events of this year have changed how
we connect, and how these factors may influence the ways they wish to connect in
the future.

"The value of connection and its importance to our community is something to not
be underestimated. Covid-19 has restricted most face to face communications
causing people to come up with new ways to stay connected. It has inspired
creativity within people and brought people together on a larger scale. With this in
mind, staying in isolation could negatively affect people's lives, especially
extroverts, whose lives mainly revolve around them and their friends."

While it was widely agreed that technology has allowed us to remain connected
during times of isolation, there was also strong consensus in the value of face to
face connection and a desire for this to remain valued into the future.



Our final keynote speaker, Bryony Anderson, encouraged our young people to
embrace creativity when considering how spaces can be re-imaged for the future.
Bryony shared her own story as puppeteer and Creative Director of the One Off
Makery, to demonstrate how essential creativity is in the innovation process, and
showcase the synergies that can be created between sustainability and innovation.
Groups were then led through a design thinking process to re-imagine their
favourite spaces or places for the future.

Theme 3: Creativity

Collectively, junior participants reported a desire for improved outdoor spaces, with
emphasis on environmental sustainability, play and the incorporation of technology
into recreational spaces. Youth feedback on our future places and spaces had a
greater diversity in priorities, although environmental sustainability remained a key
priority as with Junior participants.



"Creativity in 2050" Ideas

Junior Summit 'Creativity in 2050' Ideas:

When asked, "What's one thing you wish we had more of in our region", the
following places and spaces were identified:

0 1 2 3 4 5

Natural spaces 

Themeparks 

Retail outlets 

Food outlets 

Communal gathering 

Libraries 

Animal rescue 

Water park 

Skate park 



When asked, "What do our spaces look like in 2050", the following keywords were
identified:

0 2 4 6 8

Safe 

Friendly 

Peaceful 

Creative 

Sustainable 

Connected 

Smart 

Equitable 

Beautiful 

Clean 

Comfortable 

Healthy 

Senior Summit 'Creativity in 2050' Idea Insights:

"In 2050,  community  that I live in will be environmentally green with low levels of
garbage to none at all. Everybody lives in equality."

"Self-cleaning toilets out in the public so people don't have to clean them."

"More consideration to fitting in with the environment."



Towards the end of both sessions, participants were asked to select their 3 top
priorities from a list of themes regarding community future planning. Sustainability
and Health & Wellbeing were very clearly the top two priorities across both groups,
with education as a third substantial priority for the senior group.

Key Priorities for our Children and Youth

Junior Summit Key Priorities

Senior Summit Key Priorities



In the final segment of each session, school groups were asked to co-develop their
Big Idea for Port Macquarie Hastings 2050, using keynotes as inspiration and
following the design thinking processes they had practised through the session.
Participants were then also encouraged to submit their individual Big Ideas.

Design Challenge: Our Big Idea for our 2050 community

A Sustainable Community of Tiny Homes, North Haven Public School 
Key Sustainable Development Goals 1, 2, 10, 11

The North Haven Public School group presented a tiny homes community concept
to address issues of poverty and homelessness in the region. The community
would include a community hall, vegetable garden, and community spaces such as
a barbeque area, workout areas, and games spaces.

Community-driven Farm, Wauchope Public School
Key Sustainable Development Goals 2, 11, 12

Similarly to the previous two groups, Wauchope Public School were interested in
fostering connection and collaboration through communal areas via a small
community farm concept, run by members on a rotating roster, with free produce
being distributed amongst homes according to household size.



Community Get-Together Centre, Port Macquarie Public School
Key Sustainable Development Goals 3, 11

Port Macquarie Public School presented a community get-together centre,
centred around creating opportunities for whole community connection. The
centre would include a barbeque area, firepit, vegetable garden and playground.

Floating Sports Field, Laurieton Public School
Key Sustainable Development Goals 3, 9, 11

Having identified limitations in land space, Laurieton Public School designed a
floating sports field with canteen, spectator areas, bushland and sports fields. This
included helicopter transport for groups and hoverboard transport for individuals.



Underwater Ocean Walk, St Joseph's Primary School, Port Macquarie
Key Sustainable Development Goals 8, 9, 11, 14

St Joseph's Primary School developed a design to both provide underwater life
education and boost tourism, with an underwater ocean walk. Solar powered and
built using recycled materials, sustainable production was a key aspect of design.

Translator Microphone, Herons Creek Public School
Key Sustainable Development Goals 3, 9, 11

Herons Creek Public School's big idea, a translator microphone, was designed to
foster more connection by removing language barriers. The microphone would
instantly translate the speaker's language into the listener's language so that dual-
language conversations could be had.



Electric Flying Cars, Hastings Public School
Key Sustainable Development Goals 7, 11

Hastings Public School were interested in futuristic transportation methods,
choosing to focus on innovative solutions for greener transport. They proposed
development and implementation of a series of everyday and military range
electric vehicles, charged via magnetic road runways.

Community Theme Park, Lake Cathie Public School
Key Sustainable Development Goals 3, 8, 11

Lake Cathie Public School designed a community theme park to offer fun
experiences and creative opportunities for children and youth. The proposed
theme park would  have feedback boxes to ensure its ongoing development was
influenced by what our local young people want and enjoy.



"The garden will be seen as a learning prop for those who can’t do the essentials of
living an everyday life. For example, homeless people can arrive and learn how to
cook using veggies and ingredients from the garden. Schools can come and learn
or use this space as a learning centre and have a class in the community and in
nature."

"Our multi-story garden employs people and provides a space for people to relax
in. People can rent areas of the garden and plant trees, shrubs and edible plants, or
just relax with their friends for the day. It is self-irrigating and incorporates a water
tank, windmill and solar farm, which allows it to be fully carbon neutral."

Community Zen Garden, Newman Technical College
Key Sustainable Development Goals 3, 4, 6, 11, 15

Multi-story Botanic Garden, Hastings Secondary College, Port Macquarie Campus
Key Sustainable Development Goals 1, 3, 6, 11



Using a combination of tidal power, wind turbines  and pre existing solar energy,
Camden Haven High School's Big Idea is to become a 100% renewable energy
community. 

100% Renewable Energy, Camden Haven High School
Key Sustainable Development Goals 1, 3, 6, 11

This futuristic design combines elements of hygiene, sustainability, wellbeing and
entertainment. A health scanner is incorporated to detect possible illness/disease
in the user, along with a changing digital background wall, self-cleaning functions,
an entertainment screen, and a roof garden fed by waste from the facility.

Futuristic Public Toilets, Hastings Secondary College, Westport Campus
Key Sustainable Development Goals 3, 6, 6, 9. 11



"A step-pyramidal structure that uses grey water to irrigate vegetation. The garden
consists of multiple step layers that contain various types of edible vegetation,
irrigated via water canals between each step (i.e. akin to a rice paddy). Paths along
the edges provide easy access to plants. Can be on buildings or ground."

Water Terrace Building, Wauchope High School
Key Sustainable Development Goals: 2, 3, 6, 11

"Our idea was to install multiple filters in storm-water drains to eliminate organic
matter, plastic, agricultural run-off, etc. from entering our waterways and directly
impacting our wildlife and indirectly impacting the food we comsume."

Storm Water Filter, Wauchope High School
Key Sustainable Development Goals: 6, 11, 14



"I had 12 Year 9 students attend the virtual youth summit in
2020 from Hastings Secondary College Westport Campus.
They enjoyed the design sprints and presenting their ideas for
2050 to the other schools. They laughed a lot and really
enjoyed the presenters and their energy, good humour and
positive feedback. Thank you!"

Lloyd Godson

CONCLUSION

This report represents the collective insights of a diverse range of school-aged
children and youth from the Port Macquarie Hastings Local Government Area, and
forms part of the larger engagement phase of the Community Strategic Plan to
ensure inclusion of our young people's collective voice in community future
planning. 

Across junior and senior summits, it is evident that sustainability along with health
and wellbeing are of high priority now and into the future for our young people.
Their insights suggest their firm belief that our environment is everybody's
responsibility and that we can work collaboratively to take care of it as well as share
resources to support each other, fostering connection and belonging as a result.

Their feedback indicated value in being given opportunity to have their voice heard
and be involved in the process of collectively planning for our future. 

"We want true best for our future and we want the council's help and to get people
together and actually do something as a community to make 2050 look as great
as it can be"

Senior Summit participant


